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1. Introduction 

i Proposals for the Energy from Waste Plant, Baldovie, Dundee 

This pre-application consultation report was prepared by the PPS Group to explain, in detail, the 
statutory consultation programme undertaken by MVV Environment Services Ltd for the Energy 
from Waste Combined Heat and Power facility (EfW CHP) at a site adjacent to the current Dundee 
Energy Recycling Limited (DERL) at Baldovie.  

ii Overview of the Pre-Application Consultation Activity 

MVV Environment consulted extensively with the local community and stakeholders on the 
proposals. A copy of the Proposal of Application Notice, along with an additional consultation 
overview, can be found in Appendix IX, and a Proposal of Application Notice site map can be 
found in Appendix X. The Proposal of Application Notice was submitted to Dundee & Angus 
Council on June 16th 2016 and was subsequently validated by the authority soon after. This 
commenced the statutory consultation process which ran until October 2016. The actual 
consultation process was carried out between June and the end of October and included two 
periods of public exhibitions.  

 
 
In summary the key elements of consultation included the following:  
 
• Through a series of public exhibitions and meetings, MVV looked to engage with a wide 

range of local stakeholders and members of the community, outlining the proposals for 
the Energy from Waste Combined Heat and Power facility, whilst seeking and taking on 
board feedback. 

 
• Meetings and briefings were arranged with local community groups representing the 

interests of local residents in the vicinity of the site and one group with specific 
environmental interests (Tayside Friends of the Earth).  

 
• A Freephone telephone number, postal address and email address were established, 

ensuring that interested parties were able to contact the development team should they 
have any questions or require further information. 
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• Information regarding the proposed EfW CHP site was added to MVV’s existing website, 
which included information and latest news about the project and the consultation. A 
screenshot of the website can be found in Appendix IV. 

 
 
 
The main elements of the pre-application consultation where as follows: 
 
 
Public Exhibitions 
 
Two rounds of public exhibitions were held at the Douglas Community Centre and at the Whitfield 
community hub known as ‘The Crescent’ in June 2016 and October 2016. Public notices were placed 
in the Dundee Courier one week before each round of exhibitions, and the website was updated 
accordingly to give out relevant information. A series of banners containing information about the 
EfW CHP proposals were on display at each exhibition, with members of the project team available 
at all times during the events to answers questions and explain in more detail the information 
contained on the boards. 
 
Feedback forms were available at each public event to allow attendees the opportunity to leave 
comments and suggestions. There was also a handout available that gave additional information 
about MVV Environmental Services Ltd for residents to take away. As well as this a copy of the 
boards were added to website for people to download and review in their own time away from the 
exhibitions. Further copies of the exhibition boards were provided to community groups to help 
them understand and comment on the proposals. 
 
Copies of the exhibition boards that were on display at the first public event can be found in in 
Appendix I with the boards from the second round of events in Appendix II. A copy of the 
feedback form can be found in Appendix III. 
 
Community Group Presentations 
 
MVV Environment met with the following community groups, introducing the proposals for the 
EfW CHP and answering any questions or concerns that members had. 

 
• DERL Good Neighbour Group on 22nd June 2016 
• Tayside Friends of the Earth Dundee on 10th August 2016 
• Whitfield Development on 12th October 2016  
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2. Methodology and Programme 

i Statutory Context 

MVV Environment believes in high quality and robust consultation, and is fully aware of the 
importance of involving local people in development proposals, both prior to and following the 
submission of a planning application.  
 
The value of consulting communities in advance of the submission of a planning application is 
gaining greater recognition. The Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure Regulations (Scotland) 2013 and the relevant provisions of the Town and Country 
(Scotland) Act 1997 as amended by the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006, set out the planning 
application procedures including the requirements for statutory pre-application consultation on 
developments relating to national and major developments. This places much greater importance 
on the involvement of local communities and stakeholders.  
 
The Act was designed to widen the inclusion of local residents in the planning system and 
encourages compulsory pre-application consultation on major developments. This Act specifically 
promotes widening the inclusion of local residents in the planning system and calls for compulsory 
pre-application consultation on developments classified as ‘major’ under the Town and Country 
Planning Acts.   
 
The Energy from Waste Combined Heat and Power facility is classed a major development and pre-
application consultation is a mandatory requirement. MVV Environment has conducted a thorough 
public consultation which is over and above what is required by statutory legislation. The 
consultation process was accepted by Dundee City Council as per the agreed Proposal of 
Application Notice (PAN) and consultation overview. 

 
Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3 / 2010 Community Engagement 
 

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which 
advises that in order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that 
everyone interested in the future development of the community, village, town or city they live 
in, should understand the planning process. It is important for developers to involve residents at 
the earliest opportunity so they can feel confident that their engagement in the process has been 
meaningful: 
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“Effective engagement with public can lead to better plans, better decisions and more satisfactory outcomes 
and can help to avoid delays in the planning process. It also improves confidence in the fairness of the 
planning system. The Scottish Government expects engagement with the public to be meaningful and to occur 
from the earliest stages in the planning process to enable community views to be reflected in development 
plans and development proposals.” 

For the purpose of PAN 3/2010 the term ‘consultation’ is the: 
 
“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups, based on a genuine exchange of and, normally, 
with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The terms ‘engagement’ and 
‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment of effective 
relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to influence the 
decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this document engagement 
is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say on a development plan or proposal which 
affects them; listening to their views and reaching a decision in an open and transparent way, taking account 
of all views expressed’’. 

 

ii PPS Seven Point Plan 

MVV Environment Services Ltd is committed to undertaking effective consultation methods and 
this includes tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Resident’s values and issues of 
importance vary and the consultation programme is designed to reflect that. Every programme is 
therefore constructed in line with PPS’s seven principles for effective and meaningful consultation 
on development proposals. 
 

PPS has developed a set of principles for community engagement – The PPS Seven Point Plan – that has 
been recognised by government as an example of best practice.   It requires consultation programmes 
to: 
 

1. Notify and identify the stakeholders and local communities that are to be consulted. 
2. Inform those being consulted about the proposals, what they are being consulted on, the 

parameters of the consultation and any constraints (financial, technical, political, geographical). 
3. Consult the relevant stakeholders and the general public to obtain their views using a mix of 

techniques. 
4. Measure, then analyse and document their responses. 
5. Report back to stakeholders and the local community about the views that were expressed. 
6. Respond to the consultation by amending proposals or explaining if changes cannot be made. 
7. Publish a detailed consultation report and outline the revised scheme with an explanation of how 

the consultation has influenced it. 
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iii Programme of Activity 

Planning Advice 
Note (PAN) 3 / 
2010 Community 
Engagement 
 

 
MVV Environment Services Ltd  Consultation Activity 

 
Date 

Hold Public Event 
(local event to be 
advertised and that 
advert to indicate 
that representations 
can be made to the 
prospective 
applicant) advertised 
in the local press 

Advertisement advertising first public exhibition placed 
in: 
− The Dundee Courier (Appendix V) 
 
Meeting with DERL Good Neighbour Group 
 
Public Exhibitions held: 
− Douglas Community Centre (3pm – 8pm) 
− The Crescent Community Centre (3pm-8pm) 
 
Meeting with Tayside Friends of the Earth Dundee 
 
 
Advertisement advertising second public exhibition 
placed in: 
− The Dundee Courier (Appendix VI) 
 
Public Exhibitions held: 
− Douglas Community Centre (3pm-8pm) 
 
Meeting with Whitfield Development 
 
Public Exhibitions held: 
− The Crescent Community Centre (3pm-8pm) 

 

 
 
22nd June 2016 
 
22nd June 2016 
 
 
29th June 2016 
30th June 2016 
 
10th August 2016 
 
 
 
 
5th October 
 
 
12th October 2016 
 
12th October 
 
 
13th October 2016 
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3. Consultation 

i Public Exhibitions 

First Round of Public Exhibitions (29 & 30 June 2016) 
MVV Environment is committed to open and honest dialogue with local communities and all 
stakeholders. Whilst pre-application consultation is a statutory component of the major application that 
is being proposed, MVV Environment has always sought to undertake meaningful and open consultation 
from the outset, above and beyond what is expected from a development of this nature.  
 
The timings and venues of the public exhibitions also intended to provide members of the public with 
the best opportunity at which to attend, view the proposal’s and provide subsequent feedback. 
 
The first round of public exhibitions was held at the Douglas Community Centre on Wednesday 29 June 
2016 (3pm-8pm) and at ‘The Crescent’ community hub on Thursday 30 June 2016 (3pm-8pm). 
 
In total, 29 people attended the exhibition over the two-days, an event that was staffed by members of 
the project team who were available to answer questions throughout. 
 
On display at the event were 9 exhibition boards containing information about various aspects of the 
Baldovie Energy from Waste Plant. A copy of the exhibition boards that were on display can be found in 
Appendix I.  
 
The subjects of the boards were: 

1. Welcome and Introduction  
2. MVV Environment Who are we  
3. Why Energy from Waste? 
4. An Energy from Waste plant for Dundee & Angus 
5. Traffic/ transport  
6. Why have we chosen Baldovie? 
7. The Energy from Waste process 
8. FAQs  
9. What happens next? 

 
A questionnaire was made available at the events and attendees were encouraged to complete this in 
order to provide detailed feedback. In total, 16 responses were returned. An example of the exhibition 
questionnaire can be found in Appendix III. Feedback from the questionnaires can be found on Page 
11, and an example of a completed questionnaire can be found in Appendix VII. 
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Advert 
 
Details of the public exhibition were advertised by a public notice in the Dundee Courier on 22 June 2016. 
A copy of the exhibition advert sent to the Dundee Courier can be found in Appendix V 
 
Information about the events was also advertised on the MVV environment project website, which also 
contained the uploaded exhibition boards and materials. In addition to the advert, known local 
community groups were advised of the exhibition. 
 
 
Second Round of Public Exhibitions  
 
To allow the development team to provide the local community and stakeholders with an update of the 
proposals, a second round of public exhibitions took place on the 12th and 13th October 2016. This was 
also communicated on the MVV website, and local groups were also informed. 
 
For continuity, the events took place at the Douglas Community Centre and the Crescent Community 
Centre, with members of the project team available throughout. 
 
The events took place on the 12th October (3pm-8pm) and the 13th October (3pm-8pm). Following the 
previous round of events, the display boards had been updated and revised to take into account feedback 
received to help address any key comments that had arisen. In total, eight boards were on display at the 
event, a copy of which can be found in Appendix II. As with the first round of exhibitions, feedback forms 
were available to allow attendees to provide the team with comments and feedback.  
 
Just fewer than 20 people attended during the two days, and five forms were returned. An example of 
the exhibition questionnaire can be found in Appendix III. Feedback from the questionnaires can be 
found on page 11, and an example of a completed form can be found in Appendix VII. 
 
The subjects of the boards were: 
 

1. Welcome to our second round of Public Consolation 
2. MVV Environment - Who are we? 
3. Feedback from our first exhibitions in June 
4. An energy from Waste plant for Dundee & Angus 
5. Traffic/Transport 
6. Noise, Air Quality and Odour 
7. Why have we chosen Baldovie? 
8. What happens next? 
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Advert 
 
The second round of public exhibitions was also advertised by the Dundee Courier, and featured on the 
MVV website. Some local community groups in the area were also contacted by email, outlining the 
exhibition dates and what would be taking place. A copy of the advertisement can be found in Appendix 
VI. 
 
 
The MVV website was regularly updated, and in advance of the second events additional information 
was added to refer to the second round of events. Interested local groups were again advised of the 
exhibition. After the event, the updated exhibition boards were added.  
 
 
 

ii Stakeholder meetings & presentations 
 
 
Representatives from both MVV and PPS met with different community groups in order to discuss key 
issues and the development plans, as well as to answer all questions and queries any residents or 
members had. In total, meetings were arranged with three community groups – The DERL Good 
Neighbour Group, Tayside Friends of the Earth, and the Whitfield Development Group. All meetings 
proved to be positive and constructive; whereby all questions were answered and gave residents and 
members who were unable to attend the exhibitions the opportunity to ask questions and better 
understand the proposals.  
 
 
DERL Good Neighbour Group 
 
There were three local residents and one elected member present. As an example of some of the issues 
brought up and questions asked, one local resident asked firm but polite questions about the capacity 
of the plant and questioned where the waste would come from and whether the two plants would 
operate in parallel. Another local resident was quite positive and supported the project. A third group 
member used to work for SSE and was responsible for Cogen operations at paper mills in Kent and 
Cheshire and whole-heartedly supported the principle. The elected member spoke about the 
opportunities provided by District Heating, but made no comment one way or the other on the 
proposals themselves as is usual regarding consultation on potential planning applications. There were 
also lengthy discussions about the opportunities to supply heat to the adjacent Michelin Plant and the 
benefits thereof to the commercial viability of the facility. 
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Tayside Friends of the Earth, Dundee 
 
Four members of Friends of the Earth were present during MVV’s consultation, as well as four 
representatives from MVV and PPS. During the meeting many questions comparing the existing DERL 
site and the proposed EfW CHP plant were asked; such as what would be the difference between the 
two, and would the new one operate at a similar or greater level of waste? There was a wide ranging 
debate about the current DERL facility, its expected lifespan and the impact upon the workforce. The 
group was particularly keen to understand the impact on recycling and how the proposals would 
support higher recycling rates. Paul Carey, Managing Director of MVV Environment Services, explained 
that similar MVV Energy from Waste plants in Germany help support the high recycling rates of 60% 
achieved in association with energy recovery. It was stated that whilst recycling levels will principally be 
led by the local authority, it was explained that there was no reason why recycling should not continue 
to increase with the operation of the new facility. 
 
 
Whitfield Development Group 
 
MVV Environment Services Managing Director Paul Carey and a representative from PPS met with the 
Whitfield Development Group whilst the first October exhibition was underway. Mr Cary explained the 
proposals to the group and set out the process involved in taking them forward in partnership with the 
council. The Whitfield Development Group had a list of prepared questions that were asked at the 
meeting. These covered a wide range of issues such as recycling, the future of the DERL facility and the 
potential regeneration and District Heating benefits for the local community. Mr. Carey was able to 
provide full and detailed answers to the questions asked and it was agreed that MVV would continue 
contact with the Whitfield Development Group throughout the planning process and beyond. 
 
 
Common Issues 
 
At each of the three meetings it was mentioned that MMV had appointed a Community Liaison Officer 
at its Devonport Facility. MMV outlined that the Liaison post had proven to be very popular in the local 
community and set out how it would follow that practice at Baldovie. An offer was also made to help 
facilitate a visit to the Devonport facility if that was of interest to any group. 
 
There were discussions on the timescale for the development and its operation alongside the current 
DERL facility. In the period between the exhibitions inspections took place that determined that the two 
facilities would not be run in parallel and that the DERL facility would close on the opening of the new 
plant. The issues of District Heating and the potential link to the Michelin Plant were also discussed at 
each meeting with residents taking a keen interest in all of these issues.  
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Questions Asked Answers Given 
Will local tradesmen be 
employed? 
 

Certain tradesmen with special skills would be used by the company. 

What are the arrangements 
concerning traffic access to site 
from busy Drumgieth road? 

Assurance that the current arrangements for traffic going to existing 
incinerator would continue and that these will be acceptable 
 

Will there be restrictions on times 
vehicle will be using road? 

Normal times will be continued. 
 

How many days will plant be 
used? 

Normal working days Monday to Friday. The facility will also be open to 
receive waste on Saturdays and Sundays, but very little waste will be 
delivered on these days 

Pollution of air is a concern The machinery filters system is safer than the fumes from BBQ. 
 

How tall will the chimney be? Approximately as tall and thin as the wind turbines at the Michelin. 
 

Why has it been proposed so 
soon after the existing one was 
refurbished? Is it not premature? 

DERL does not work at the capacity that it should and that despite refurb 
the money simply isn’t there to have it working as it should 

Is the plant is currently making a 
profit? 

Yes the plant is dealing with up to 70k of waste sometimes 80k but the 
amount that the council pays to keep it at this profitable level is too 
high. 

Is this in essence a timely 
investment from MVV then? 

To continue DERL would require a lot of investment and the Council 
needs a long term waste solution in time for the landfill ban which 
comes into practise in 2020. Dundee and Angus Council came to the 
conclusion that to maintain recycling and dispose of waste after the ban 
this was the best way to do it as the private sector contract provides 
security for 25 years- security the current plant at DERL cannot. 

The new plant has a capacity of 
100k and the old plant has a 
capacity of 120k, do MVV 
anticipate fulfilling that volume of 
waste? 

Although DERL has the capacity, in theory to operate at 120k it doesn’t. 
It runs at between 80-90k and more often than not only about 60k, this 
is due to it not having the servicing that it requires and it just isn’t 
working as efficiently as it should. Yes the new plant runs at a capacity of 
100k and you would expect it to work at around this consistently. 
In terms of that amount of waste being accommodated, that amount of 
waste already exists. It either goes to landfill or is shipped over to the 
continent and has to be treated beforehand. The new plant will stop this 
practise and waste will be more efficiently dealt with. Instead of paying 
to ship waste to other EfW CHP’s we will now be able to treat it here. 

What are the efforts to remove 
recyclables under the current 
method of waste disposal? 

The onus for recycling is on the council to ensure provision of units for 
recycling purposes and to provide uplift of said recyclables to get the 
area into a habit of recycling. Therefore what is left over should be 
residual waste together with commercial and industrial residual waste 
that can be used in the EfW CHP. 
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Does MVV 
do any 
sorting? 

No, the Councils are for the provision of residual waste that has already been filtered by 
recycling. There is a commercial responsibility in Scotland to separate waste, but of course 
there is always likely to be an amount that is left over recycling. MVV will work with local 
authorities to provide proper recycling and this proposal falls in line with Dundee & Angus 
Council rolling out a new recycling method.  
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4. Consultation Findings 

i First round of Public Exhibitions 

The views of the public have been gauged from the results of the public opinion surveys. The surveys 
asked exhibition attendees to leave their comments on any aspect of the Baldovie Energy from Waste 
plant.  
 
Please note that whilst approximately 30 members of the public attended the exhibition, only 14 
attendees completed questionnaires and provided feedback. 
 

 

Exhibition Feedback 
1 What is the future for the existing DERL workforce? Will positions in the new plant be open to DERL employees? 

2. If granted preferred status how long will it take for the new plant to be built and to become operational? 3. If 
granted preferred bidder status do MVV intend to invest on the existing DERL plant? 4. What "lifespan" do MVV 
expect from the existing DERL plant? 5. Do MVV intend to utilise the current DCC Baldovie sorting facility, or will 
this be mothballed once the new plant opens (moving grate boiler not requiring same degree of sorting)? 6. 
How does the UK vote to exit the EU affect any potential investment or indeed the complete project? 

2. 
 

Will the environment be taken into consideration? Will there be assurances that nothing harmful will be coming 
from the plant i.e. health wise and smells? What kind of waste will be going into the plant? Will local people be 
employed in the build and then the working of the plant?  

3. Given that MVV intend running the existing incinerator (which also has a capacity of 100k tonnes/ annum) in 
parallel with the new proposed incinerator, for a period of time, they must foresee a market demand for at least 
200k/ annum, so why not build the facility to cope with this amount?  

4. Concerned about noise from the existing plant and how this will be mitigated in the new facility 

5. I wholly support EfW CHP- further consultation would be good  

6. Transport/ road congestion and noise are a concern 

7. Keen to support proposals in any way we can through the DYW team for Dundee and Angus  

8. At times this is excessive noise due to escaping steam at the existing plant. This has been reported to SEPA on 
several occasions and we would like to know if new plant is going to have excessive noise. Drumgeith Road at 
the moment is a very busy road, are there plans to have traffic controlling measures in place to cope with the 
increased flow of H.G.V's 

9. I think this is a fantastic way to reduce methane, output use energising green technologies and promote 
different power generation. It is great to see Angus & Dundee going forward in such an exciting dynamic 
enterprise. 

10. Would like to think that this will be beneficial to Dundee- less emissions, makes recycling etc.  

11. Noise is my main concern as in the past we have had to complain to SEPA about a noise as loud as an aircraft 
which we learnt was heat having to be released as steam once it reached a certain temperature. I would prefer 
not to have to complain. As we live quite near we do not want to stop the plant being built bit would prefer 
reassurance of noise and smell issue as we do like to open our windows and also have shift patterns. 
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Exhibition Feedback 
12.) Very informative display of plant and equipment. Staff very helpful in providing information. This new facility 

should provide an excellent environmentally friendly waste disposal solution for Dundee & Angus for many years.   

13.) An excellent proposal which will benefit the community. A long term solution for waste disposal which provides 
added benefits in the form of energy. Dundee at the forefront yet again 

14.) I am very impressed with the exhibition and think it would be of immense benefit to Dundonians in helping 
recycling residual waste. I am very happy with the proposals and am sure that my local FOE Tayside will also 
agree. I would hope to see other EfW CHP plants of this kind built in the UK in the next few years. Good luck!  

 

 

ii Second round of Public Exhibitions 

The views of the public have been gauged from the results of the public opinion surveys. The surveys 
asked exhibition attendees to leave their comments on any aspect of the Baldovie Energy from Waste 
plant.  
 
Please note that whilst approximately twenty members of the public attended the exhibition, only two 
attendees completed questionnaires and provided feedback. A number of the attendees had already 
been to the first exhibition and seemed content that the scheme had not significantly changed since the 
first exhibition.  

 

Exhibition Feedback 
1.) I am here on behalf of ‘Friends of the Earth’, Tayside. Our main concern is that the need to keep the flow of 

residual waste going to the incinerator could deter efforts for further recycling, in line with the zero waste 
Scotland strategy. We also want to see the implications for air quality, traffic, and any run-off pollution, but 
understand these are all being assessed through the EIA. 

2.) I am a volunteer with the Dundee Re-use and Resource Centre, a Scottish charity. We would like to work closely 
with you to maximise re-use across the board including commercial and office furniture. 
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5. Key Issues Arising from the 
Consultation 

i First Public Exhibition 

The following section sets out the key issues raised during the pre-submission consultation period from 
both the comments received during the public exhibition and to those raised in the various community 
meetings that MVV Environment Services Ltd attended. Where appropriate, a response has been made 
to address these issues or indeed highlight where changes have been made to the application as a direct 
result of the feedback received. 
 
Issue MVV Environment Services Ltd response  

 
What is the future for the existing DERL workforce? Employment numbers will be slightly lower than 

the existing work force at DERL – 37 as opposed to 
45. The existing workforce will transfer to the new 
facility when it becomes operational. It is the 
intention of MMV to manage any difference in 
numbers through natural wastage.  

If granted preferred status how long will it take for 
the new plant to be built and to become operational? 

At present MMV is going through a planning and 
procurement process in parallel. It is intended that on 
the basis of current estimates that the new facility 
could become operational sometime around 
2020/2021. This is dependent upon successful 
conclusions to the procurement and planning 
processes.  

If granted preferred bidder status do MVV intend to 
invest on the existing DERL plant? 

No. The existing facility will be operated and 
maintained by Dundee City Council until a replacement 
is in place. MMV is looking to invest £100million on a 
brand new state of the art facility at Baldovie which is 
the most appropriate way to secure ‘best value’ for 
Dundee and Angus Councils and for their council 
taxpayers. . 

What "lifespan" do MVV expect from the existing 
DERL plant? 

It is currently anticipated that the current DERL plant 
will continue to operate until a replacement is built. 
That timescale is set out above.  
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Do MVV intend to utilise the current DCC Baldovie 
sorting facility, or will this be mothballed once the 
new plant opens? 

MVV will retain some space currently occupied by the 
DERL plant. At present it is intended that this will be 
used for storing and sorting waste once the new plant 
is built.  

How does the UK vote to exit the EU affect any 
potential investment or indeed the complete project? 

At present the precise impact of the vote to leave the 
EU is unclear. MVV will closely monitor the situation 
and discuss any implications with Dundee and Angus 
councils as the issues are clarified.  

Will the environment be taken into consideration? The environment is a key consideration of any major 
development such as that proposed at Baldovie. 
Environmental issues are assessed as part of the 
planning application process and this will be reported 
to the planning committee in due course. The plant 
would not be allowed to operate unless it meets the 
very strict environmental standards required by the 
Scottish Environmental Protection Agency. 

Transport/ road congestion Over the course of the consultation it was concluded 
that the current DERL plant and the new facility could 
not operate in parallel. Therefore the anticipated 
impact on traffic is much lower than initially proposed 
and will be within the current permitted levels of the 
DERL plant.  

Level of noise This issue was raised by a number of attendees at the 
exhibitions and because the replacement for DERL will 
be a modern state of the art facility it will incorporate 
modern noise suppression designs and techniques. 
Therefore there should be no significant issues for local 
residents and noise levels will be well below the 
existing noise levels experience from DERL.  
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ii Second Public Exhibition   

The following section sets out the key issues raised during the pre-submission consultation period from 
both the comments received during the public exhibition and to those raised in the various community 
meetings that MVV Environment Services Ltd attended. Where appropriate, a response has been made 
to address these issues or indeed highlight where changes have been made to the application as a direct 
result of the feedback received. 
 
Issue MVV Environment Services Ltd response  

 
The need to keep the flow of 
residual waste going to the 
incinerator could deter efforts for 
further recycling. 

Recycling levels are generally driven by household and business 
participation in the physical separation of waste at source. Dundee and 
Angus have dramatically improved recycling levels in recent years, with 
Angus achieving one of the highest recycling rates in Scotland. Further 
improvements to recycling are being rolled out by the councils in the 
coming months and years. Whatever recycling levels are achieved there 
will remain an amount of ‘residual waste’ from residents and businesses 
that requires to be disposed of. It is this waste that will be brought to the 
new facility. It will have further extraction of recyclables carried out 
before being used to create energy. The material produced by this 
process will enable the further recycling of metals and bottom ash which 
is used as a construction material. The plans are for energy recovery and 
high levels of recycling to operate together. The investment planned by 
MVV will enable this to happen.  

Possible liaison and partnership 
with the Dundee Re-use and 
Resource Centre 

MVV will be delighted to work in partnership with the Dundee Re-use and 
Resource Centre. There are no specific plans at present, but we hope that 
discussions can take place in parallel to the Baldovie proposals being 
implemented. MVV will also work in partnership with other community 
groups in the area wherever appropriate. MMV has ample experience of 
partnership working at its other facilities in the UK and Germany and is 
proposing to appoint a Community Liaison Officer early in the creation of 
the new plant. This officer will operate as does the current officer at MVV 
Environment Devonport Ltd, and will work closely with residents and local 
groups.  

 
It should be noted that a significant number of the attendees at both exhibitions were existing DERL 
employees. All members of staff who attended were given one to one discussions with MVV staff to 
answer their detailed concerns and questions. Staff attending seemed content with the time and the 
answers given and no significant concerns were raised in the feedback forms.   
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6. Conclusions 

From the outset, MVV Environment Services Ltd aimed to consult as widely and comprehensively as 
possible on the proposals for the EfW CHP plant. Over the course of four public exhibitions, 
representatives of MVV Environment Services Ltd ensured that full and proper statutory public 
consultation took place, above and beyond what is laid out in Scottish Government guidelines. 
 
 
The relatively low turnout at the four public consultation events (<50), coupled with the very few 
completed feedback forms received at the second exhibition, would give the indication that the 
development of the proposed EfW CHP facility is relatively uncontentious within the local community, 
and in many parts very actively  supported. This is perhaps understandable in that there is an existing 
facility at Baldovie and the new plant will replace DERL, which is well known to local residents. The only 
real difference is that the new facility could take additional waste from Angus Council and additional 
business waste and this seems to have been well understood by those attending and by the groups MVV 
met.  
 
One important point is that a significant number of attendees were employees from the current DERL 
facility. They were clearly very interested in the proposals and also supportive. This would indicate that 
the new proposals are seen and accepted as a means of continuing similar employment and continuity 
for the existing plant, albeit at a slightly lower level of employment. Support from existing staff is an 
encouraging sign and perhaps demonstrates that they understand and support the need for a new 
facility. 
 
 
Issues, including traffic and elements associated to the operation of the MVV Environment Services Ltd 
have been brought up during the consultation. Because the proposals changed between the two 
exhibitions to reflect the fact that the two facilities would not be run in parallel, the impact of the changes 
on traffic volumes was much reduced and more closely aligned with the current traffic generation. This 
point was explained to all those attending the second exhibition and was accepted.  
 
 
What is very clear from the consultation is that many local residents have a good understanding of the 
current operation of DERL, and that they are supportive of the investment in and development of a 
modern replacement facility. Some residents raised issues relating to noise and odour regarding the 
current operation of DERL and were every encouraged at the exhibition by responses outlining that a 
modern plant will operate to higher standards because it operates more modern plant and equipment. 
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They have understandably still asked questions about noise in particular, which are being answered to 
reassure residents. In addition MMV staff offered to take interested residents to see their Devonport 
facility and to meet and talk to residents there to understand their experience. MVV will continue to liaise 
with local residents and groups through the planning process and beyond.  
 
Most residents also seem to understand the positive benefits that this can bring, and whilst workers at 
DERL have asked questions about future employment at the new plant, they did seem to welcome the 
fact that there could be a new facility that would replace DERL and provide long term employment in a 
more modern EfW CHP facility.  
 
Overall, the response to the consultation has been very positive with scarcely any negative comments. 
Some groups and attendees are keen to receive more information and formal reassurance on some 
issues, but MMV is confident that it can address these issues fully during the consideration of the 
planning application and the operation of the plant should it go ahead. Residents were generally very 
keen to see the development go ahead and to see the additional benefits though the proposed 
partnership with Michelin and in the exploration of the potential opportunities from District Heating in 
the local area and beyond.  
 
MVV Environment Services Ltd will of course continue to engage with the local community and 
stakeholders following the submission of the planning application, and right through the development 
process. It is seeking interest in a visit to its Devonport facility and will respond positively to any further 
representations made. The consultation has been a very positive experience which augurs well for taking 
forward the proposals to achieve a positive outcome for MVV Environmental Limited, for Dundee and 
Angus Councils and for the residents, workers and the communities around Baldovie.  
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